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Abstract

Barrington Moore is regarded as a distinguished scholar in the field of
historical modernization within development studies. His research
methodology follows a comparative-historical approach, emphasizing
macro-structural analysis in the historical transition of human societies.
By selecting a broad range of geographical regions and comparing
empirical data with theoretical frameworks, he presents a
comprehensive and generalizable model. This article critically
examines Moore’s theory on the social origins of dictatorship and
democracy. The findings indicate that Moore highlights the role of class
interactions, economic systems, and the commercialization of
agriculture in shaping political outcomes, particularly emphasizing the
bourgeoisie’s significance in the democratic development process.
Rather than identifying singular causal factors for modernization
pathways, he asserts that each social structure follows its own distinct
pattern. On one hand, he analyzes the behavior of groups and classes
during civil wars and revolutions based on their perceptions of material
and moral interests. On the other hand, he examines causal relationships
between past structural trends and social transformation processes. At
the same time, Moore primarily focuses on internal societal factors,
particularly the nature of class relations.

Keywords: Modernization, social revolution, Barrington Moore, social
development; Comparative-historical study

* Corresponding Author: mhnaderi@ut.ac.ir
How to Cite: Naderi, M, H., Nouri, M(2025). A Comparative-Historical Study of

Barrington Moore's Theory: The Social and Economic Origins of Dictatorship and
Democracy. Comparative Public Administration Quarterly, Volume2(lssue4), PP
44-70. DOI: 10.22098/CPA.2025.16827.1062

FF


mailto:mhnaderi@ut.ac.ir
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2213-2616
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2213-2616

Extended abstract

Introduction

Barrington Moore, a modernist thinker, American sociologist and
historian, deals with the reality of modernization in relation to the
model of politics and governance, and his works were known in the
social fields of obedience and rebellion, modernization, the origins of
democracy and dictatorship, and the moral aspects of economic growth.
All society and the maintenance of all values are inherently oppressive,
and he accepts too much suffering and death from injustice. Barrington
Moore challenged the theory of modernization by emphasizing that
there is no path to the modern world and that economic development
does not always bring democracy According to Moore, the
development and modernization of the contemporary world is based on
three main ways: 1. The way of democratic and capitalist
modernization, such as in the countries of England, France, and
America; 2. The way of conservative modernization, revolution from
above or the way of fascist modernization like in Germany and Japan
and 3. The way of communist modernization through peasant
revolution like in China and Russia. Based on this, the purpose of this
research is to review the social origins of Barrington Moore's
dictatorship and democracy with reference to historical studies and
scientific sources.

Discussion and conclusion

By critically examining Moore's perspectives, it becomes evident that
many of the factors he outlines lack concrete historical application, as
his approach mainly addresses superficial causes of revolutions.
Moore's arguments fail to discuss the underlying reasons for the
emergence of the bourgeoisie and their desire to alter the existing order,
even though he identifies the bourgeoisie as the primary driver of
democracy. One potential reason for this superficial interpretation of
revolutions is Moore’s inadequate consideration of two key elements:
first, the role of economic processes as the foundation for social change,
and second, the influence of classes and class conflicts as
superstructures, alongside other dominant societal factors such as

0



Foylad [ Yor9o | po> o | ek (g3 oy oo dolidiasd |

culture, law, and history.Several critiques of Moore’s theory have
arisen, questioning whether true bourgeois revolutions actually
occurred in England, France, and the United States. For instance, should
the English Civil War be regarded as a conflict between the aristocracy
and modernizing forces? In France, to what extent can we speak of a
middle class with shared interests before the Revolution? Another point
of contention is whether the French Revolution was genuinely led by
the middle class and whether it indeed resulted in a bourgeois society.
Similarly, in the United States, was the abolition of slavery a catalyst
for modernization? And was there an economic dissonance between the
urban capitalism of the North and the slave-based agricultural system
of the South? The relative stability of the Southern slave economy even
after the Civil War indicates otherwise.

Another critique concerns the scope and selection of Moore’s case
studies, which represent only a small fraction of the population in
modernized countries, raising concerns about sampling bias. Some
argue that had Moore selected different countries, such as
Scandinavia—where no revolution occurred but modernization
succeeded—nhis conclusions would differ. Although Moore mentions in
the preface to his book that Scandinavia's modernization was largely
influenced by external factors, his exclusion of these countries
undermines his argument, especially considering Britain's significant
influence in India.

Moore’s analysis identifies three primary factors as essential for the
emergence of democratic revolutions: first, the degree of independence
and immunity of the landed aristocracy from the monarchy; second, the
response of this class to the demands of commercial agriculture; and
third, the relationship between the landed aristocracy and the urban
bourgeoisie. These factors are central to Moore’s explanation of the
conditions that lead to democracy. In India, weak revolutionary
potential among the peasantry and a lack of bourgeois motivation
prevented a revolution. Conversely, in China and Russia, where the
peasantry had a high revolutionary capacity, communist peasant
revolutions occurred. In Japan and Germany, the bourgeoisie had
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stronger motivations than in India, but the low revolutionary potential
of the peasantry led to fascism. In France, both strong revolutionary

potential among the peasantry and high bourgeois motivation resulted
in a democratic parliamentary revolution.
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