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Abstract

Introduction: In recent decades, public budget reform has become a central pillar of fiscal
governance reforms, playing a decisive role in improving the efficiency of resource allocation,
enhancing transparency, strengthening accountability, and ensuring fiscal sustainability. However, a
review of the scholarly literature indicates that a substantial share of existing studies has been
confined to single-country case studies or to isolated dimensions of budget reform, paying limited
attention to its multidimensional, combinational, and context-dependent nature. International
experience suggests that the success of budget reforms depends less on the adoption of a specific
instrument or model and more on the manner in which institutional, structural, procedural, and
technological reforms are combined and implemented simultaneously within different institutional
settings. Against this background, the present study aims to conduct a comparative analysis of public
budget reform approaches and to identify effective reform patterns and configurations in selected
countries, including China, Russia, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, France, Iran, and Norway.

Materials and Methods: This study adopts a qualitative, comparative research design and employs
Boolean algebra logic to analyze public budget reforms as configurations of interrelated conditions
and dimensions. Within this framework, budget reform is examined not as a set of isolated
independent variables, but as causal combinations of multiple reform dimensions. The unit of
analysis is the national-level public budget reform process. Data were collected through documentary
and library-based research, drawing on budget laws and documents, government bills and official
reports, as well as analytical reports produced by reputable international organizations such as the
International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, and the Organization for Economic Co-operation and
Development. The Boolean approach enables the identification of multiple, functionally equivalent
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pathways to budget reform and is well suited to capturing the non linear and context-sensitive nature
of fiscal reforms.

Discussion and Results: The findings indicate that budget reforms in the countries under study can
be classified into seven key dimensions: revenue and resource reforms, expenditure reforms, budget
process reforms, budget structure and classification reforms, institutional and fiscal governance
reforms, the adoption of innovative budgeting approaches, and the development of public financial
information and technology infrastructures. The comparative analysis reveals that countries differ
not only in the extent to which they address each of these dimensions, but also in the way these
reforms are combined and sequenced. The results further show that while some countries have
achieved budget reform primarily through strengthening fiscal institutions and decision-making
processes, others have relied more heavily on revenue, technological, or structural reforms as the
main drivers of change.

Conclusion: The results of this comparative analysis demonstrate that successful public budget
reform is not the outcome of implementing a single reform dimension in isolation, but rather depends
on multidimensional reform configurations that are aligned with each country’s institutional context.
Countries exhibit significant differences in both the scope and the composition of these reform
configurations. This finding underscores the limitations of one size fits all approaches to budget
reform and highlights the existence of multiple, context specific yet effective pathways toward
improving public budget systems, which can serve as a foundation for the design of tailored public
financial governance policies.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction: In recent decades, public budget reform has become a central pillar of fiscal
governance reforms, playing a decisive role in improving the efficiency of resource allocation,
enhancing transparency, strengthening accountability, and ensuring fiscal sustainability. However, a
review of the scholarly literature indicates that a substantial share of existing studies has been
confined to single-country case studies or to isolated dimensions of budget reform, paying limited
attention to its multidimensional, combinational, and context-dependent nature. International
experience suggests that the success of budget reforms depends less on the adoption of a specific
instrument or model and more on the manner in which institutional, structural, procedural, and
technological reforms are combined and implemented simultaneously within different institutional
settings. Against this background, the present study aims to conduct a comparative analysis of public
budget reform approaches and to identify effective reform patterns and configurations in selected
countries, including China, Russia, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, France, Iran, and Norway.

Materials and Methods: This study adopts a qualitative, comparative research design and employs
Boolean algebra logic to analyze public budget reforms as configurations of interrelated conditions
and dimensions. Within this framework, budget reform is examined not as a set of isolated
independent variables, but as causal combinations of multiple reform dimensions. The unit of
analysis is the national-level public budget reform process. Data were collected through documentary
and library-based research, drawing on budget laws and documents, government bills and official
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reports, as well as analytical reports produced by reputable international organizations such as the
International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, and the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development. The Boolean approach enables the identification of multiple, functionally equivalent
pathways to budget reform and is well suited to capturing the non linear and context-sensitive nature
of fiscal reforms.

Discussion and Results: The findings indicate that budget reforms in the countries under study can
be classified into seven key dimensions: revenue and resource reforms, expenditure reforms, budget
process reforms, budget structure and classification reforms, institutional and fiscal governance
reforms, the adoption of innovative budgeting approaches, and the development of public financial
information and technology infrastructures. The comparative analysis reveals that countries differ
not only in the extent to which they address each of these dimensions, but also in the way these
reforms are combined and sequenced. The results further show that while some countries have
achieved budget reform primarily through strengthening fiscal institutions and decision-making
processes, others have relied more heavily on revenue, technological, or structural reforms as the
main drivers of change.

Conclusion: The results of this comparative analysis demonstrate that successful public budget
reform is not the outcome of implementing a single reform dimension in isolation, but rather depends
on multidimensional reform configurations that are aligned with each country’s institutional context.
Countries exhibit significant differences in both the scope and the composition of these reform
configurations. This finding underscores the limitations of one size fits all approaches to budget
reform and highlights the existence of multiple, context specific yet effective pathways toward
improving public budget systems, which can serve as a foundation for the design of tailored public
financial governance policies.

Keywords: Public budget, budget reform, comparative study, Boolean algebra.
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