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Abstract

Context and Purpose: Revolution is a macro concept and a function of
structural-functional factors. The constitutional revolution is, before anything
else, a socio-cultural concept that has represented itself in the historical
process. The main goal of the research is to study the occurrence of Iran's
constitutional revolution from the perspective of Pierre Bourdieu's theoretical
field. The current research, by referring to historical works, seeks to
understand the historical-sociological roots of the constitutional revolution.
Methodology: The historical research method was the historical data (articles,
authored book, translation).

Findings: the results show that cultural factors (mass media, writing industry,
modernization of cultural institutions, the emergence of cultural-educational
institutions, the collapse of Farah Yazidi Shah); social (social capital,
demographic changes, social hangout, social anomie, social corruption, social
dissatisfaction); Psychological (radicalization of psychological anomie
society, psychological modernization); economic (economic anomie,
structural class gap), political (nation-state gap, political structure crisis,
political modernization, political anomie and royal tyranny) in the emergence
of the constitutional revolution and its occurrence in Iranian society based on
the theory of socio-cultural-political field and Bourdieu's psychology has had
an impact.
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Conclusion: In general, this revolution has happened culturally under the
influence of (individual) agency and socially under the influence of (macro)
structure centered on law and political-cultural order.

Keywords: constitutional revolution, cultural anomie, cultural capital,
comparative-historical method

Extended abstract

Introduction

The term "revolution™ is derived from the late Latin word revolution
(Taylor, 1984: 1). Karjesi defines the term revolution in three words as
"sudden comprehensive change" (Karjesi, 1994: 6) and Huntington
defines revolution as "a rapid, fundamental and violent internal change
in the dominant values and myths of a society about political
institutions, social structure and activities and policies. They know
leadership and governance. Kanz considers the revolution to have two
components: "the fall of an old system through illegal means (for
example, non-elections) and its replacement with a new system and an
effort to create a political, social and economic order" (Katz, 2001: 5).
Revolution is a social phenomenon that rarely happens compared to
other social events; That is, it is a rare moment in the life of humanity
and usually unpredictable. when, where and how and with what
consequences it will happen; It is not clear enough to be able to study
its causes and process before starting. For this reason, revolutions in the
world are analyzed and explained after they happen (Yazdakhasi et al.,
2017: 2). The political systems ruling Iran from the ancient times to the
modern times have faced many transformations, the purpose and causes
of which are religious, political, economic, and psychological. During
the last two thousand years, several dynasties have ruled over Iran, but
none of them has had as much weight in social developments as the
constitutional revolution. The constitutional revolution is important
from the perspective of the reformist thinking and developmentalism of
Iranians, that is, the legalism of the society. The constitutional
revolution has historical importance due to the attention to the issue of
law with the aim of threatening the power of the political system of that
time for the first time in the socio-political history of Iran. A society
that has spent a long history with the imperial system and sultanism, at
one point in history, the rule of law becomes the priority of the political
system. The law is proposed for the first time in the history of Iran and
seeks to limit and structure the actions, thoughts and thoughts of Iranian
rulers and kings. Thus, the main goal of this movement has been a more



important issue in legalizing and ordering chaos and anarchist motives,
that is, law. For the first time, the constitutional revolution achieved
lofty and valuable goals such as the law, regulating the budget, limiting
the power of the Kking, princes and courtiers, establishing and
generalizing new schools, accepting freedom of speech, opposing the
censorship of publications, forming a national government and
realizing national sovereignty, repelling internal tyranny and The rule
of foreign colonialism and in general the security, law, nationality of
the homeland, freedom, material progress, government reform,
democracy, republicanism and constitutionalism (Tajik, Y++Y: 82)
turns it into a social demand in the history of Iranian society and the
society is on the path of political modernization. (in the first place) and
social and economic modernization (in the second place). The
constitutional revolution is one of the first constitutionalist movements
of eastern societies at the beginning of the 20th century, which took
place outside the scope of the classical revolution, and its purpose was
to limit the power of the government, consolidate the power of the law,
and stabilize the civil rights of the citizens (Mamar,2007: 191), which
started around 1275 Sh. The year of the death of Naser al-Din Shah and
the accession of Mozaffar al-Din Shah Qajar to the year 1304; which is
the beginning of Reza Khan's reign, continues (Guderzai, 2015: 31).
With a little tolerance, the beginning of the mobilization phase in the
constitutional revolution can be seen as the hanging of sugar merchants.
After this incident, the process of mobilizing revolutionary groups
(intellectuals, clerics and marketers) in protest against the social,
political, economic and cultural conditions of the country began in the
form of mass migration and sit-in. The first stage ended with the
government's promises to fulfill the demands of the revolutionaries, but
after a few months of delay in the implementation of the revolutionaries'
demands, the second stage of the mobilization process began in a
broader way than the first stage, and finally the political power of the
government, against the social power of the constitutionalists, was able
to He lost his resistance and in August 1258. With the issuance of the
constitutional decree by Muzaffaruddin Shah, the revolutionary
mobilization of constitutionalists achieved victory (Kermani, 1967: 310
and Kasravi, 1970: 118). In Iran, the constitutional phenomenon is one
of the most important historical moments and one of the most readable
chapters of contemporary history. The constitution is one of the
important milestones in our history where three currents met.



Sometimes they built together and sometimes they clashed, and the
story of the constitution is the process of familiarity and alienation,
agreement and conflict, alliance and separation, and their hidden and
open rivalries: first- the flow of religious people, the institution of the
domain and religious scholars, authorities and Shiite clerics, second-
The stream of politics, the institution of the government, and thirdly,
the stream of libertarianism and new educated people (Forastkhah,
2008: 329). This revolution, which is considered one of the turning
points of the contemporary history of Iran, like every historical
phenomenon, has a beginning and an end, and the distance between this
beginning and the end is the political-social changes and the transfer of
power in this period, which forms its history (Bigdali , 2006: 18).
During this period, Iranian society still had all the characteristics and
sociological characteristics of a traditional society. The political rule
was in the form of tyranny and ancient Iranian. This struggle is one of
the biggest and most amazing events in the history of Iran and it is a
turning point in the political-social life of the Iranian people (Guderzai,
2015: 108). The works of writers such as Fasat Shirazi (Al-Ajam),
Malik al-Mutaklamin, Abdul Rahim Talebov, Zainul Abdin Maraghei,
Adib Peshawari, Seyyed Ashrafuddin Gilani, Abul Qasem Aref,
Mirzadeh Eshghi, Farkhi Yazdi, Malek al-Shaarai Bahar, Moed al-
Salam (Habal al-Matin), Seyyed Hassan Tafizadeh (Kavah) ),
Kazemzadeh (Iranshahr), Mahmoud Afshar (Aindeh) are considered as
the pioneers of the constitutional revolution (Ashraf, 2015: 206). In this
way, the society has risen from the world of tradition in an uncertain
direction and by changing the ruling political system, it invites the
society to better conditions than the current situation. This movement
was started to make the sovereign power conditional, to establish
freedom and the rule of law, and to consolidate these ideals and solve
their problems, it continued for several years in Iran, in the first stage
with the signing of the constitutional decree by Muzaffar al-Din Shah
Qajar on 14 August 1285 AH. It led to the constitutional revolution and
continued until the era of Mohammad Ali Shah Qajar to transform the
authoritarian government into a constitutional government and led to
the formation of the National Council and the approval of the first
constitution of Iran. With the approval of this historical document, the
historical and ancient government of Iran started a great change and
transformation in terms of the form of government and the way of
exercising sovereignty, and the government of the absolute monarchy



turned into a democratic government based on the constitution. In a
sense, the first spark of the end of the society of the kingdom of Iran
and the beginning of a legal society under the command of a policy
based on the collective will of the nation was struck. Macro social
phenomena, including the constitutional revolution, as a manifestation
of historical events, have been analyzed and investigated in the opinions
and thoughts of thinkers, researchers and commentators, but this issue
still needs to be studied in order to reach the common focus of the works
made about the general and general causes of this revolution. . The time
interval of studies, individual tastes, research specializations and other
things, all have been effective in increasing this focal point of the
constitutional revolution. The existing writings about the constitutional
revolution, despite rich and valuable historical information, require
sociological analysis. Considering the importance of this revolution and
the extent of its wide influence in the political, social, economic and
intellectual-cultural dimensions of Iran, the reasons for the occurrence
of the constitutional revolution in Iran need to be studied and
investigated with a historical-sociological approach.

Results:

Revolutions are a collective, processual, structural-functional
phenomenon, and its roots go back to social disorganization at the level
of the socio-political system. The constitutional revolution in 1285 AH
was, in a sense, the first spark of the end of the society of the kingdom
of Iran and the beginning of a legal society under the command of
politics based on the collective will of the nation. At one point in
history, society reached a relative understanding under the title of law
and governance, in which governance is monitored by law. Based on
this, we can look at the constitutional revolution from two points of
view: 1. Agential attitude (bottom-up) and 2. Structure-oriented attitude
(top-down). In the first dimension, the influence of civil society in the
emergence of social and political change fields at the macro levels and
in the second dimension, the power system, decision makers and
politicians or rulers, the platforms of revolution and collapse or
transition to the next model are considered. According to Giddens, there
is a two-way interaction that complements the process of revolution.
The macro-level role of the political system is accelerating and helping
the goals and ideals of the public sphere, which are called agency. The
constitutional revolution in Iran was the first modern revolution that
thought more about national interests and in which the law entered the



society for the first time in a modern way to control and monitor the
political behavior of individuals in the field of implementation and
management. With the word law, the revolution changed the political
system from a god-divine state to a common-worldly issue, which
means that it can be criticized, controlled and questioned; In this way,
governance was realized for the first time in politics to target the first
and most important pillar of politics, namely the law. The society's view
of the conditional issue in order to investigate its full causes requires
analysis and categorization. The sociological-historical study of the
constitutional revolution can be considered in order to answer the
question of how far the scientific works published in the period of 1377-
1400 have commented on this category. The general results show that
the constitutional revolution is receiving serious attention from two
general levels, i.e. the macro level and the micro level that provided the
ground for it. Each of the levels played a different role, but both of them
unintentionally set the same goal, and that was the occurrence of
revolution, although in the macro structure, this revolution became an
unintentional matter, that is, they caused a revolution, with their own
actions and behaviors. They gave more strength and energy, which in
interaction with the goals of the lower levels, was placed in the direction
of convergence and caused the lower levels, i.e. social, to consider the
revolution as a new thing and one of the main goals of the movement.
According to Bourdieu's theory, the social field has a final structure and
strategy that directs the actors. In this field, along with social, economic
and cultural capital, a political capital is also created, it relies on the
support of the aforementioned capitals and helps to reproduce capitals
in a field cycle. In the field lies the issue of symbolic violence, its task
is to control the lower strata and layers through cultural, educational,
political and administrative mechanisms, so that this law is embedded
in the macro level of the political system. When the macro levels feel
threatened by the middle and micro levels, their social tastes move in
the direction of disunity and threaten power, and accordingly the
existing distance and inequality is justified in some way. The political
power of the elite results. Bourdieu believes that the field is the field of
historical, structured and hierarchical interaction in which the action of
social actors is formed. This field and systematic framework results in
the struggle of activists over desirable interests, gaining power and
social status. Exploring the structure and system of the constitutional
revolution also shows that homogeneous actions in the micro and macro



spheres have contributed to the occurrence of the constitutional
revolution in proportion to each other. If the changes in the world
system and the movement towards the new world system on the one
hand, and the chaotic social, economic and political context inside Iran,
on the other hand, provided the field of change.

At the micro level, by examining the action of the micro to the macro
and paying attention to history from a bottom-up perspective,
significant components in the emergence of the constitutional
revolution can be deduced. The social capitals of the text of the society,
including religious cohesion, market cohesion and traditional cohesion,
had created a homogenous fabric in the public arena and had created a
converging group together. The emergence and development of mass
media, including written media and educational and cultural
institutions, had helped to expand knowledge and awareness and
change the perspective of the public compared to previous periods. On
the other hand, demographic changes such as the increase of urban
population and population movement and migration were the basis of
social changes. The creation of some public institutions of social
hangouts and the modernization and transformation of institutions were
also effective in this field and pushed the conditions to a direction where
both the elite activists and the general public, as the agency of choice,
face different conditions or, according to Bourdieu, a new field.
Moreover, the design of transformative discourse, the explanation of
new ideas, thoughts and opinions and the new perception of modern
ideas is the manifestation of this point. Psychological renewal and the
increase of political knowledge and awareness at the level of popular
elites, on the one hand, and social dissatisfaction arising from
increasing economic and social pressures on the people and socio-
cultural conflicts, had created the platforms for change.

At the macro level, the representation of the effective components in
the constitutional revolution from a top-down perspective and the
investigation of the role of the structure in this phenomenon can be
considered. The emergence of multiple structural gaps, including the
class structural gap, the conflict between the government and the nation,
and relative deprivation were among the most important causes that
played an effective role in the emergence of the constitutional
revolution. The components, each of which led to an increase in the
distance between the government and the nation. Economic disorder,
new economic developments and incompatible platforms with the



traditional economy, decline in production prosperity, inflation and lack
of economic control were other things that had shaken the country's
economic structure. The lack of political stability with the increase in
the confusion of the court and the government and the lack of political
authority threatened the psychological anomie of the Qajar kings in the
path of development and the crisis of the legitimacy of the Qajar
government. Among the other important components in this chapter
were structural corruption in various social and financial dimensions
and the corruption of statesmen, which, while affecting the two-way
interactions between the government and the nation, psychological
imbalance in the ruling system, political mistrust, limited social security
and reduced political participation. followed The foreign crisis is also
one of the important factors affecting this historical period. The
increasing involvement of foreign forces, external structural pressures,
political developments in the neighbors and the change of the new
world system had created special conditions. At the political level, the
Qajar government was an autocratic government with an inefficient
structure in crisis, which had presented a disordered system with a
decentralized kinship structure and the leadership of princes in different
parts of the country. This structure was unsuccessful in adapting to the
needs of the day and the needs of the modern economy in the face of
the new global developments and the rapid increase in the volume of
imports and exports and the lack of response of the Iranian economy to
the needs of the modern economy. The competition between England
and Russia and the serious competition of the hegemonic powers in Iran
had affected the micro and macro structures. England was showing
strength in the south and north of Russia, and Iran was under the
influence of the world game. The developments of constitutionalism in
other countries such as Ottoman, Russia, expressed new paradigms for
change, which exposed Iran to this development as well. However, the
examination of the above components shows that the traditional
structure and economy and society, accustomed to the tyranny of the
Qajar government in the previous style, were ready for transformation.
This development, with the signing of the constitutional decree on 13
August 1285 equal to 14 Jumadi al-Thani 1324, marked a new page in
the contemporary history of Iran.
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