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Abstract

Context and Purpose: In recent decades, Iran's economic planners have
failed to design and implement the country's industrial development strategy
in order to achieve the goals of the 20-year vision in terms of industrial
development. One of the essential requirements for determining effective
macro strategies and policies in industrial development programs is to study
other countries and learn from their experiences in advancing economic
development programs. In this regard, the present study was conducted with
the aim of comparing the performance and macro plans of three selected
countries - China, South Korea, and Turkey - which have favorable models in
industrial development management, with Iran.

Methodology: A comparative approach was used, using global indicators of
industrial development including human development, ease of doing business,
competitiveness, innovation, and governance index. This research was a
review study with a descriptive-analytical approach and used a comparative
method (quantitative variable) using information gathering tools such as
documents, research, and internationally recognized databases.

Findings: The comparative findings showed that, except for the human
development index, Iran's performance in the indicators of competitiveness,
ease of doing business, innovation, and governance index has been fluctuating
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and decreasing, in contrast to the relatively upward trend observed in the
studied countries. Therefore, it can be concluded that Iran has not achieved
the expected success in the process of economic development.

Conclusion: Successful countries have been able to achieve great success by
adopting an empirical, pragmatic approach in the implementation of economic
reforms. Since Iran, as a developing country, is going through an economic
transition period, it is very necessary to study and benefit from the experiences
of successful countries.

Keywords: Industrial development strategy, business, governance,
industrial competitiveness, China, South Korea, Turkey.

Extended Abstract

Introduction: Since the advent of the industrial revolution, the development
of the industrial sector and its associated strategies have been the main drivers
of growth and success for countries. Unfortunately, in recent decades, Iran's
economic planners have failed to design and implement the country's
industrial development strategy to achieve the goals of the twenty-year vision
for industrial development. One of the reasons for this failure is the lack of an
accurate index to measure developmental changes in different dimensions.
Therefore, studying other countries and learning from their experiences in
advancing industrial development programs, using the existing global
indicators of industrial development, which are representative of various
dimensions of the concept of development, is crucial to determine effective
macro strategies and policies for industrial development programs. In this
regard, a comparative study was conducted to compare the performance and
macro plans of three selected countries - China, South Korea, and Turkey -
which have favorable models in industrial development management, with
Iran.

Methodology: The research method used in this study is a comparative
approach, which was employed to investigate the industrial development
strategies and programs of selected countries with different natures and
structures (quantitative variable), using documents, available scientific
published sources, and international statistical and scientific centers. This
study is also an analytical-descriptive study. from a descriptive perspective,
the current research introduces and compares the situation of the selected
countries with Iran, using global indicators of industrial development,
including human development, ease of doing business, competitiveness,



innovation, and governance index, based on information and statistical data
extracted from centers such as the World Bank, the International Monetary
Fund, and the World Economic Forum, among others. from an analytical
perspective, the study examines the strategies used in these countries to be
exploited in Iran's economic development programs.

Findings: The comparative findings indicate a significant difference between
Iran's economic indicators and those of the selected countries of South Korea,
China, and even Turkey. Iran's performance in the human development index
is better than the world average and is closest to the emerging countries under
investigation. However, the lack of a suitable institutional platform confirms
that this growing human capital does not find the right space to flourish in the
country. in the ease of doing business index, Iran's situation is poor compared
to the examined and emerging economies, but it is more favorable compared
to oil countries. In the competitiveness index, the trend of changes in Iran's
competitiveness is highly fluctuating, contrary to the relatively upward trend
observed in these countries, and the distance between Iran and the average of
emerging economies and oil countries has been increasing in recent years.
Iran's performance in the innovation index during the last decade has been
low. Although the trend line or the average period for the innovation index in
the graph has a gentle upward slope, reflecting Iran's improving performance
in the field of innovation, the overall trend of the governance index has been
generally downward over the past years, with a lower average compared to
emerging economies and oil countries, and the gap is also increasing. This
could be due to economic issues such as inflation, declining domestic political
stability, and international issues, as well as people's lack of trust in the
existence of citizenship rights, perception of corruption, political stability,
government's ability to legislate, and lack of transparency in the functioning
of governance institutions. Finally, Iran's performance in industrial
competition, which shows the country's capacity in high value-added activities
with superior technology, as well as its presence and durability in domestic
and foreign markets, has been affected by sanctions and is below the world
average score.

Conclusion: Successful countries have achieved great success by adopting an
experimental, pragmatic approach in implementing economic reforms. As a
developing country undergoing an economic transition period, it is essential
for Iran to study and learn from the experiences of successful countries.
Excessive government control over industries, lack of financial provisions for
development programs, absence of privatization infrastructure, ineffective
industrial development plans, legal loopholes, lack of stability in government
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regulations and directives, inadequate management of supply chains for raw
materials and working capital for production units, non-competitive quality of
domestic products, hindering market share and competition with products of
other countries, and dramatic fluctuations in exchange policies are some of the
most significant obstacles to industrial development in the country.

Keywords: Industrial development strategy, business, governance,
industrial competitiveness, China, South Korea, Turkey.
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